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doubts had been freely expressed at the time of then
first publication in the English and American Press,
The fraud was suspected, in fact, long before it was
definitely proved ; but those who suspected it were
naturally  unable  to  decide  whether Mr.  Mannix,
the enterprising American journalist who originally
published the Memoirs in the New York Sun and the
London Observer, did his work with or without the
knowledge and consent of the Viceroy's relatives
and friends.    The internal evidence of fraud was
overwhelming ; but on the other hand there was the
remarkable fact that no public disclaimer of the book
was ever issued by the Chinese Government (which
was  declared to have authorised the publication)
or by any member of Li's own family.   It has now
been formally declared by a member of that family
that the Viceroy never kept a diary, either during
his tour of the world or at Tientsin.  At the same time,
the   fact  has   been  established   that   Mr.   Mannix
actually was in North China  and in  Peking, as a
private in the United States gth Infantry, in 1900, and
it is therefore remotely possible that he may then
have come into contact, in his journalistic capacity,
with some member of the Li family, or with other
Chinese ready and able to provide him with materials
for these " Memoirs," for the furtherance of their
own political ends.    The book contains numerous
suggestive   traces  of  ** Young  China's"   ways  of
thinking, which seem to point to Inspiration, if not to
actual co-operation, afforded to the author of this
ingenious   fabrication.    Needless   to   say,   it  was
accepted by the public in all good faith and welcomed
as a valuable addition to our knowledge of men and
affairs in the Far East.